
TODAY’S SCHEDULE
● Warm-up - Question tags

● Vocabulary & Reading

● Listening & Grammar - Abilities



Do you know how to…

1. drive a car?
2. fix your own bicycle?
3. whistle?
4. say the English alphabet in under 10 seconds 

without making a mistake?
5. speak more than 2 languages?
6. swim?
7. play a musical instrument?
8. write a computer program?
9. bake your own bread?

Work in groups. You have 10 minutes. 
Ask the members of your group the questions below. 



We offer a range of cookery classes, including Chinese, 
Indian and Thai cooking. Learn how to prepare delicious 
dishes from around the world. Gain confidence and 
experience during the course.

Develop practical skills to look after your own home.
Learn basic painting, how to change a plug and how to put 
up shelves.

We offer courses in guitar, keyboards, drums and vocals. 
Develop the technical skills you need to play an 
instrument and learn a range of popular songs.

Choose from courses in 20 languages including German, 
Italian, Spanish, Chinese and Russian. All levels from 
Beginners to Advanced. Work on your language skills and 
improve your speaking skills before you go on holiday!

Courses include how to use popular software packages 
and how to design your own website.

Improve your skills to take better photographs and 
learn how to edit your photos. You will need to bring 
your own digital camera.
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1  Read the leaflet and discuss the 
questions. 

1 Who is the leaflet for? 

2 What can people learn at the adult 
education centre?



Collocations - Some words are commonly used together (e.g., 
make dinner),  and other words are never used together (e.g., make 
the cleaning ). There is usually no rule or reason for this. We must 
just memorize words as they are used together!
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Indian and Thai cooking. Learn how to prepare delicious 
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Choose from courses in 20 languages including German, 
Italian, Spanish, Chinese and Russian. All levels from 
Beginners to Advanced. Work on your language skills and 
improve your speaking skills before you go on holiday!

Courses include how to use popular software packages 
and how to design your own website.

Improve your skills to take better photographs and 
learn how to edit your photos. You will need to bring 
your own digital camera.

UNIT 7A
p. 54



UNIT 7A
p. 54

Collocations - Some words are commonly used together 
(e.g., make dinner),  and other words are never used together 
(e.g., make the cleaning ). There is usually no rule or reason 
for this. We must just memorize words as they are used 
together!



UNIT 7A
p. 55



UNIT 7A
p. 55

We offer a range of cookery classes, including Chinese, 
Indian and Thai cooking. Learn how to prepare delicious 
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Complete the 2nd sentence with the correct form of “BE ABLE TO”:
1. She can drive a car. → She ________________________ a car.
2. We could not solve the problem. → We ________________________ the problem.
3. He can ride a bike today and he started riding a bike 3 years ago. → He ______________________ a bike for 3 years.
4. They love that they can swim in the ocean. → They love ___________________ in the ocean.
5. In the future, all people will have the ability to speak English. → In the future, all people ____________________ English.

I can (not) speak English 

You/We/They can (not) speak

He/She/It can (not)  speak

I/He/She/It could (not) speak English 

You/We/They could (not)   speak

I am (not) able to speak English

can/could is only used in the present or past! For other verb forms/tenses, we need be able to!

CAN / COULD (NOT) + BASE VERB BE ABLE TO + BASE VERB

PRESENT

PAST

PRESENT PERFECT

FUTURE

GERUND / INFINITIVE

👉NOTE!
Use “could/couldn’t” for 
general ability.
However, do not use “could” 
for ability at a specific time 
in the past!
(“I managed to…”)

SINGLE PAST EVENT 
“I managed to…”

We could unlock the door last night.

We could not unlock the door last night.

❌

I could speak English for 5 years.❌
I will can speak English in 5 years.❌
I like can  speak English with my classmates
I need to can  speak English for my job.
❌
❌

“I know how to…”

“I knew how to…”
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Complete the sentences with the correct form of can or could. 
If “can/could” is not possible, use the correct form of “be able to”. 

1. My brother ____________ play the piano when he was eight.

2. After this course, I ____________ speak English much better.

3. These days, not many people ____________ make their own
clothes!

4. I’d like to ____________ speak Chinese.

5. I ____________ read until I was six years old.

6. After lots of practice and several attempts, I ___________
pass my driving test.
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1. I can’t __________________________ but I’d like to learn.

2. I can __________________________ very well.

3. I couldn’t __________________________ until I was _______________.

4. I’ve always wanted to be able to __________________________ .

5. If I __________________________ , I’ll be able to __________________________ .

6. I hope to be able to __________________________ one day.

7. I wasn’t able to __________________________ yesterday.

8. I’d love to be able to __________________________.
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